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post-truth

ADJECTIVE

Relating to or denoting circumstances in which
objective facts are less influential in shaping public
opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief
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DATALANDSKAP

In trying to describe the ever-changing data environment, Purdam and Elliot (2015: 28-29)
outline an eight-point typology of different data types based on how the data in question
has been generated:

1

Orthodox intentional data: Data collected and used with the respondent’s explicit
agreement. All so-called orthodox social science data (e.g. survey, focus group or inter-
view data and also data collected via observation) would come into this category. New
orthodox methods continue to be developed.

Participative intentional data: |n this category data are collected through some inter-
active process. This includes some new data forms such as crowdsourced data [...].

Consequential data: Information that is collected as a necessary transaction that is
secondary to some (other) interaction (e.g. administrative records, electronic health
records, commercial transaction data and data from online game playing all come into
this category).

Self-published data: Data deliberately self-recorded and published that can
potentially be used for social science research either with or without explicit per-
mission, given the information has been made public (e.g. long-form blogs, CVs
and profiles).

Social media data: Data generated through some public, social process that can
potentially be used for social science research either with or without permission
(e.g. micro-blogging platforms such as Twitter and Facebook, and, perhaps, online
game data).

Data traces: Data thatis 'left’{possibly unknowingly) through digital encounters, such
as online search histories and purchasing, which can be used for social science research
either by default use agreements or with explicit permission.

Found data: Data that s available in the public domain, such as observations of public
spaces, which can include covert research methods.

Synthetic data: Where data has been simulated, imputed or synthesized. This can be
derived from, or combined with, other data types.
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McLuhan: The medium is the message

The “message” of any medium or technology is the change of
scale or pace or pattern that it introduces into human affairs
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SOCIAL SCIENCE

Computational Social Science

David Lazer,' Alex Pentland,? Lada Adamic,® Sinan Aral 2* Albert-Lasz|6 Barabasi,®
Devon Brewer? Nicholas Christakis,! Noshir Contractor,’ James Fowler,? Myron Gutmann,?

Afield is emerging that leverages the
capacity to collect and analyze data ata
scale that may reveal patterns of individual
and group behaviors.

Tony Jebara,’ Gary King,' Michael Macy," Deb Roy, Marshall Van Alstyne?"

e live life in the network. We check

s ’s /- our e-mails regularly, make mobile
phone calls from almost any loca-

tion, swipe transit cards to use public trans-
portation, and make purchases with credit
cards. Our movements in public places may be
captured by video cameras, and our medical
records stored as digital files. We may post blog
entries accessible to anyone, or maintain friend-
ships through online social networks. Each of

these transactions leaves digital traces that can
be compiled into comprehensive pictures of
both individual and group behavior, with the
potential to transform our understanding of our
lives, organizations, and societies.

amounts of data has transformed such fields as
biology and physics. But the emergence of a
data-driven “‘computational social science’ has
been much slower. Leading journals in eco-
nomics, sociology, and political science show
little evidence of this field. But computational
social science is occurring—in Internet compa-
nies such as Google and Yahoo, and in govern-
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ment agencies such as the U.S. National Secur-
ity Agency. Computational social science could
become the exclusive domain of private com-
panies and government agencies. Alternatively,
there might emerge a privileged set of aca-
demic researchers presiding over private data
from which they produce papers that cannot be

critiqued or replicated. Neither scenario will
serve the long-term public interest of accumu-
lating, verifying, and disseminating knowledge.

What value might a computational social
science—based in an open academic environ-
ment—offer society, by enhancing understand-
ing of individuals and collectives? What are the

Data from the blogosphere. Shown is a link structure within a community of political blogs (from 2004),
where red nodes indicate conservative blogs, and blue liberal. Orange links go from liberal to conservative,
and purple ones from conservative to liberal. The size of each blog reflects the number of other blogs that
link to it. [Reproduced from (8) with permission from the Association for Computing Machinery]
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THE END OF THEORY: THE DATA
DELUGE MAKES THE SCIENTIFIC
METHOD OBSOLETE




This 1s a world where massive amounts of data and applied
mathematics replace every other tool that might be brought
to bear. Out with every theory of human behavior, from
linguistics to sociology. Forget taxonomy, ontology, and
psychology. Who knows why people do what they do? The
point is they do it, and we can track and measure it with
unprecedented fidelity. With enough data, the numbers
speak for themselves.



What is covfefe? The tweet by Donald
Trump that baffled the internet

Puzzling tweet by US president leads, naturally, to madness on the
internet

° 0:00 / 0:36

A Donald Trump and the secret meaning of ‘covfefe'

If you haven’t looked it up already, don’t bother.

Just after midnight in Washington, Donald Trump tweeted: “Despite the

constant negative press covfefe.” That was it. No more. Just that word
“covfefe” left hanging there.

It left many of his 31 million followers on Twitter baffled, and slightly
concerned.
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This is actually happening...

‘Boaty McBoatface’ Is Currently
Leading An Open Vote To Name
The New £200 Million Royal
Research Ship

« Communication content centers on
emergent inclusive personal action frames

*Personal expression shared over social
networks

INTERNET

“RRS Boaty McBoatface” is the
people’s choice to name a $300
million state-of-the-art polar
research ship. Over 7,000 names
were submitted to the Natural
Environment Research Council
(NERC) poll, but “Boaty
McBoatface” won in a landslide.

British Antarctic Survey




Las denuncias del #MeToo sac...

« Communication content centers on
emergent inclusive personal action frames

#MeToo movement puts big da.

« Personal expression shared over social
networks
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Formas finansierar forskningsp...
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Krantzberg's first law

"Technology is neither good nor bad; nor is it neutral ...
Technology’s interaction with the social ecology is such that
technical developments frequently have environmental, social,

and human consequences that go far beyond the immediate
purposes of the technical devices and practices themselves,
and the same technology can have quite different results
when introduced into different contexts or under different
circumstances’.
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“On the Internet, nobody knows you're a dog.”




* Dissociative anonymity — users can conceal their
identity and separate their online actions from those
of the physical world

* Invisibility — users cannot be seen or heard and
therefore cannot give or receive non-verbal cues

* Asynchronicity — users don’t have to process
immediate feedback

» Solipsistic introjection — users turn other online
subjects into real characters within their mind

* Dissociative imagination — see the online world as a
type of game with different rules and expectations

* Minimization of authority — everyone online has an
equal chance to express themselves

ONLINE DISINHIBITION EFFECT
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Sambhallet tycks bli alltmer
praglat av “post truth” och
”fake news”

Det leder till utmaningar nar
det galler matbarhet,
omvarldsbevakning och
prognosticering

Hur kan vi mota de
utmaningarna nar det galler att
analysera samhallet?






danah boyd & Kate Crawford

CRITICAL QUESTIONS FOR BIG DATA
Provocations for a cultural,
technological, and scholarly

phenomenon

The era of Big Data has begun. Computer scientists, physicists, economists, mat hemati-
cians, politiaal scientists, bio-infe I and other scholars are clamoring
for access to the massive quantities of information produced by and about people, things,
and their interactions. Diverse groups argue about the potential benefits and wsts of ana-
lyzing genetic seq social media , health records, phone logs, govern-
ment records, and other digital traces lef by people. Significant questions emerge.
Will large-scale search data help us create better tools, services, and public goods? Or
will it usher in a new wave of privacy and invasive marketing? Will data ana-
Ivtics help us understand online communities and political movements? Or will it be used
to track protesters and suppress speech? Will & transform how we study human communi-
cation and culture, or narrow the palette of rescarch options and alter what ‘research’
means? Given the rise of Big Data as a socio-technical phenomenon, we argue that it
is necessary to critically interrogate its assumptions and biases. In this article, we offer
six provocations to spark conversations about the issues of Big Data: a cultural, techno-
logical, and scholarly phenomenon that rests on the interplay of technology, analysis, and
mytholagy that provokes extensive utopian and dystopian rhetoric.

ists,

Keywords Big Data; analytics; social media; communication studies;
social network sites; philosophy of sdence; epistemology; ethics; Twitter
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Technology is neither good nor bad; nor is it neutral . ... technology’s inter-
action with the social ecology is such that technical developments frequently
have environmental, social, and human consequences that go far beyond the
immediate purposes of the technical devices and practices themselves.
(Kranzberg 1986, p. 545)
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4. Taken out of context, Big Data loses its meaning

Data are not generic. There is value to analyzing data abstractions, yet
retaining context remains critical, particularly for certain lines of inquiry.
Context is hard to interpret at scale and even harder to maintain when data
are reduced to fit into a model.| Managing context|in light of Big Data will be
an ongoing challenge.







ETT SOCIALKONSTRUKTIONISTISKT PERSPEKTIV (Gergen, 1985)

1. What we take to be experience of the world
does not in itself dictate the terms by which the
world is understood. What we take to be knowledge
of the world is not a product of induction, or of the
building and testing of general hypotheses.

3. The degree to which a given form of under-
standing prevails or is sustained across time is not
fundamentally dependent on the empirical validity
of the perspective in question, but on the vicissitudes
of social processes (¢.g., communication, negotiation,
conflict. rhetoric). -

2. The terms in which the world is understood
are social artifacts, products of historically situated
interchanges among people. From the constructionist
position the process of understanding is not auto-
matically driven by the forces of nature, but is the
result of an active, cooperative enterprise of persons
in relationship.

4. Forms of negotiated understanding are of
critical significance in social life, as they are integrally
connected with many other activities in which people
engage. Descriptions and explanations of the world
themselves constitute forms of social action. As such
they are intertwined with the full range of other

human activities.
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